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returns began to diminish as production was intensi-
fied, and upon the level of transport costs. The higher,
relatively to agricultural prices, were costs of transport,
the more intensively would the most accessible lands be
cultivated and consequently the narrower would be
the zones. The more rapidly costs rose as production
was intensified, the more would it be necessary to
extend production, in spite of higher transport costs,
and consequently the wider would be the zones.
All the determining factors are thus interdependent,
as is generally true for any economic problem. While,
however, the width of the zones and the prices of the
products cannot easily be arrived at, this is not true
of the relative position of the different zones. This
depends wholly upon the relative cost of transporting
the products grown on one acre; the greater is this
cost, the more strongly will the product be attracted
by the market.
If transport costs depended wholly upon the distance
from the market, the Von Thiinen zones would lie
between concentric circles with the market at their
centre. In fact, of course, transportation is cheapest
along the main traffic lines, railways, roads, navigable
rivers and the sea, and is cheaper by water than by
land. The zones will consequently recede further from
the market along these arteries and along the coast, and
approach nearer where they are absent* Thus butter
is made in the small mountain farms of South Wales,
even though liquid milk, a product much more expen-
sive to transport, is sent to Cardiff from the wider
valleys all round them.
Moreover, the regular arrangement of the zones
depends upon the assumption that there is one market